
X. A MriMr of the Audit Staff has twplraJ of this 
Off loo relative to subject Involving a situation In which travel 
was undertaken by a foreign vessel via the Mediterranean to 
Europe and air fro* Surope to the United States. Compliance 
with paragraph 2150 of the Joint Travel Segal* t ions is ques- 
tioned as to whether the travel should have been performed 
by an American air carrier In Ilea of a foreign surface vessel 
and whether travel should have been In an easterly direction 
rather than the we sterly route u ndertaken . The amt ter was 
25X1A98 discussed with Hr. Office of General Counsel, 

who, after inquiries with the Department of Defense, advised 
as follows: 

a. Paragraph 2150—1 of the JTflss does not require 
the traveler to use aircraft registered under the lavs 
of the Halted States when Ships of 0. s. registry are 
not available. Sadi mode of travel retains its independ- 
ent status, they are not to be intermingled. There Is 
an established philosophy in the Goversnoal departments, 
which has been upheld by representatives of the General 
Accounting Office in amuse us diseuasloea, that an 
employee cannot be compelled to travel by air. Con- 
sequently travel by surface means has been Interpreted 
as being a right within the statutory provisions, when 
foreign ships are used, the travel voucher sunt contain 
a certification that ships of U. S. registry were not 
available. 


b. There is no statutory provision requiring that 
air travel shall be performed on aircraft registered 
under the laws of the United States. 
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